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VALUE  TO  THE  STUDENT  OF  THE  STUDY  OF 
MISSIONARY  BIOGRAPHY. 

BY  REV.  C.  C.  CREEGAN,   D.  D. 

I  have  a  growing  conviction  that  there  is  no  study  which 
students  can  pursue,  especially  those  having  in  view  service  in 
the  foreign  held,  of  more  importance  than  that  of  missionary 
biography.  Among  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  such  a 
course  of  study  I  will  mention  the  following. 

1.  It  will  quicken  zeal.  Who  can  read  the  life  of  Brainerd,, 
the  untiring  missionary  among  the  American  Indians,  or  Henry' 
Martyn, — of  whom  it  is  said  that  the  story  of  his  life  has  lecf 
more  persons  to  decide  to  become  foreign  missionaries  than  the" 
life  of  any  other  man  in  modern  times, — without  feeling  the- 
missionary  fire  burn  on  the  altar  of  the  heart.  The  late  Rev.  Dr^ 
Hammond  of  Chicago  told  me  a  short  time  before  his  death  thaf 
it  was  the  reading  of  the  story  of  the  beautiful  and  consecrated 
Harriet  Newell  by  his  father  when  he  was  a  child  at  Smyrna, 
N.  Y.,  w^hich  led  to  his  conversion,  together  with  that  of  his 
brother,  the  late  Col.  Hammond,  one  of  the  most  useful  Chris- 
tian laymen  of  the  West.  Incidents  like  these  are  very  numer- 
ous. A  well  directed  zeal  is  essential  to  the  highest  success  in 
Christian  service  of  any  kind,  and  I  know  of  nothing  that  will 
kindle  it  into  a  flame  like  the  study  of  missionary  biography. 

2.  We  discover  in  this  study  remarkable  examples  of  faith 
worthy  of  our  imitation.  Where  can  we  find  brighter  illustra- 
tions of  Christian  faith  since  the  days  of  the  early  Church,  than 
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amoiio^  our  foreign  missionaries  ?  Who  has  not  been  moved  by 
the  reply  of  Judson  to  an  American  friend  who  wrote  to  the 
isolated  missionary  in  Burma  asking,  ^'Wliat  are  the  pros- 
pects?" Six  years  had  passed  without  a  convert,  but  this  man 
of  faith  wrote  in  reply,  "The  prospects  are  as  bright  as  the 
promises  of  God." 

It  is  difficult  for  any  one  to  read  of  the  faith  of  Mary  Mof- 
fat, who  toiled  so  faithfully  and  successfully  by  the  side  of  her 
heroic  husband  in  South  Africa  for  half  a  century,  w-ithout 
emotion.  After  laboring  for  several  years,  no  convert  having 
"been  baptized,  and  "no  glimmer  of  day  appearing,"  she  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  friend  in  England,  asking  her  what  they 
most  needed,"  "Send  us  a  Communion  service;  it  will  be 
greatly  needed,"  was  the  reply  of  the  woman  of  faith.  After 
months  had  passed  the  gracious  shower  came  and  they  were 
permitted  to  examine  for  admission  to  the  church  one  hundred 
and  twenty  new-born  souls.  The  day  before  the  time  set  for  the 
•Communion,  a  box  came  containing  the  service  which  Mrs. 
Moffat's  faith  saw  w^ould  be  needed.  Missionary  literature  is 
full  of  such  examples.  If  the  young  missionary  is  called  to  wait 
months,  and  even  years  for  the  fruit  of  his  labors,  it  may  keep 
him  from  discouragement,  perhaps  from  giving  up  altogether, 
if,  through  his  study  of  the  lives  of  great  missionaries,  he  finds 
that  many  others  have  had  their  faith  tried  in  like  manner. 

3.  This  study  will  help  to  develop  the  heroic  side  of  one's 
nature.  I  know  of  no  better  examples  of  consummate  bravery 
in  all  history  than  that  exhibited  by  many  of  our  noble  mission- 
aries, some  of  whom  are  still  living.  Only  a  few  months  ago 
the  veteran.  Rev.  Dr.  Barnum,  after  eight  of  the  college  build- 
ings were  burned  at  Harpoot,  after  a  bomb  was  exploded  in  his 
own  house  and  he  was  fired  at  twice,  refused  to  lead  the  band 
of  American  missionaries  to  a  point  of  safety  at  the  request  of 
the  Turkish  officers,  thus  placing  at  the  mercy  of  the  mob  sev- 
eral hundred  native  Christians.  In  this  heroic  act  he  saved  the 
lives  of  at  least  six  hundred  Armenian  Christians,  and  has  won 
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a  name  as  a  Christian  hero  which  should  be  known  in  all  our 
churches  and  homes. 

Dr.  John  G.  Paton,  facing  what  seemed  to  be  imminent 
danger,  if  not  certain  death,  at  least  fifty  times  during  his  two- 
score  years  of  untiring  effort  in  the  New  Hebrides ;  David 
Livingstone,  braving  not  only  the  African  fever  so  generally 
fatal,  it  is  said,  forty  times,  but  facing  again  and  again  wild 
beasts  and  savage  tribes — the  story  of  lives  like  these  thrill  us, 
if  we  have  anything  of  the  heroic  in  our  nature. 

4.  Such  study  will  show  how  God  has  a  use  for  the  various 
gifts  of  his  servants.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  David  Liv- 
ingstone secured  his  commission  from  the  London  Missionary 
Society,  and  it  is  certain  that  they  never  quite  understood  him 
while  he  was  living.  God  called  him  to  a  peculiar  work, 
namely, that  of  opening  the  way  to  the  heart  of  the  Dark  Con- 
tinent, and  of  calling  attention  to  the  great  need  in  that  region 
of  cruelty  and  superstition  ;  and  by  his  example  of  courage  and 
faith  he  has  inspired  many  others  to  carry  the  light  of  the  gos- 
pel to  millions  who  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death. 
He  had  his  heart  set  on  China  at  first,  but  no  one  w^ill  doubt 
that  Africa  w^as  the  right,  perhaps  the  only  field,  for  the  "great- 
est missionary  since  St.  Paul." 

Morrison  could  translate  the  Bible  into  the  Chinese  tongue, 
but  even  if  the  way  had  been  opened  in  his  day,  perhaps  he 
could  not  have  gone  forth  as  a  successful  evangelist  and  started 
fifty  churches  in  the  "Middle  Kingdom"  as  did  Dr.  Nevius. 
Neither  could  he  have  opened  China  with  his  lancet,  as  is  said 
of  Dr.  Parker,  nor  enter  the  home  of  Li  Hung  Chang,  as  did 
the  brilliant  Dr.  Mackenzie,  thus  saving  the  life  of  a  member 
of  his  family  and  winning  the  heart  of  the  greatest  statesman  in 
China.  A  study  of  the  lives  of  these,  and  other  equally  success- 
ful missionaries  will  show  us  that  God  has  need  for  all  our 
powers,  and  if  we  will  place  ourselves  in  His  hands.  He  will 
give  us  the  work  for  which  we  are  best  fitted. 

5.  A  study  of  missionary  biography  teaches  us  the  wisdom 


4 


THE  STUDENT  VOLUNTEER. 


of  doing  the  thing  which  needs  to  be  done  at  the  time.  What 
better  work  could  Dr.  Cyrus  Hamlin  have  undertaken  during 
the  Crimean  War  than  to  build  ovens  and  give  to  the  English 
soldiers  good,  wholesome  bread  ?  It  was  not  merely  the  act  of  a 
humanitarian,  but  of  a  satesman  as  well ;  for  it  not  only  relieved 
the  wants  of  thousands  of  hungry  ;Tien,  but  brought  $30,000 
into  the  treasury  of  the  mission  and  won  for  his  work  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  English  people.  John  Williams,  who  had  been 
trained  at  the  forge,  exhibited  remarkable  practical  wisdom 
when  he  taught  the  savages  of  the  South  Sea  Islands  to  weld 
iron,  to  build  houses  and  ships.  When  the  London  Missionary 
Society  would  not  respond  to  his  call  to  send  him  a  missionary 
ship  that  he  might  carry  the  gospel  to  the  far  away  islands,  un- 
der his  supervision  the  ship  was  built  by  the  natives. 

There  is  no  missionary  biography  more  fascinating  than  the 
life  of  Alexander  Mackay,  the  brilliant  young  engineer  who 
brought  all  his  practical  w^isdom  and  scientific  skill  into  use 
while  laying  the  foundations  of  that  mission  in  Uganda,  which 
according  to  Henry  M.  Stanley,  now  numbers  forty  thousand 
converts.  Dr.  Clough,  the  engineer  and  surveyor  from  the 
prairies  of  Iowa,  taught  the  Telugus  in  India  how  to  dig  canals 
and  irrigating  ditches  during  the  time  of  the  great  famine,  thus 
winning  their  confidence  and  laying  the  foundations  for  the  re- 
markable ingathering  which  followed.  But  for  his  skill  as  an 
engineer  and  surveyor  we  might  not  have  heard  of  that  modern 
Pentecost  when  2222  souls  were  baptized  in  one  day,  and  per- 
haps 10,000  in  one  year. 

6.  From  the  study  of  such  noble  lives  we  may  learn  how  to 
bear  great  affliction  and  disappointment.  One  of  the  most 
touching  stories  in  all  literature  is  the  one  of  that  time  in  the 
life  of  Mrs.  Ann  Judson  when  she  sold  her  jewels  to  buy  bread 
to  keep  her  young  husband  from  starving  while  he  was  weighed 
down  with  chains  in  prison,  and  when  in  her  weakness  she 
carried  her  first-born  daughter  in  her  arms  that  the  consecrated 
young  missionary  might  look  for  the  first  time  through  prison 
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bars  into  the  face  of  his  darling  child.  Perhaps  Dr.  Butler, 
when  defending  his  life  with  a  musket  during  the  Sepoy  Rebel- 
lion in  India,  and  seeing  other  misionaries  killed  or  driven  out 
while  he  and  his  family  escaped  as  "by  the  skin  of  the  teeth," 
thought  the  future  was  far  from  bright.  It  must  appear  differ- 
ent to  this  venerable  missionary  now,  as  he  is  waiting  for  the 
gates  to  open,  to  hear  of  his  Methodist  brethren  in  that  same 
field  baptizing  1500  souls  every  month. 

7.  Then,  there  is  that  joy  coming  from  seeing  God's  King- 
dom built  up  which  it  is  difficult  to  find  in  the  same  degree 
among  any  other  class  of  Christian  workers.  It  must  have  been 
a  peculiar  joy  to  Morrison  when,  after  seven  years  of  untiring 
effort  and  overcoming  what  seemed  insuperable  obstacles,  he 
completed  his  translation  of  the  New  Testament,  and  was  per- 
mitted upon  his  return  to  England,  to  place  a  copy  in  the  hands 
of  the  King  at  Windsor  Castle.  The  account  w^hich  Moffat 
gives  of  the  happiness  which  came  to  him  at  the  end  of  thirty 
years,  when  the  last  verse  of  the  Bible  had  been  translated  is 
touching  in  the  extreme.  Rewrites:  "I  could  hardly  believe 
that  I  was  in  the  world.  .  .  .  My  heart  beat  like  the  strokes 
of  a  hammer.  Aly  emotions  found  vent  by  my  falling  upon  my 
knees  and  thanking  God  for  His  grace  and  goodness." 

What  must  have  been  the  joy  of  Titus  Coan  on  that  eventful 
day  on  which,  with  his  own  hands,  he  baptized  1705  souls  and 
sat  at  the  Lords's  table  with  2400  Christian  Hawaians,  who 
only  a  short  time  before  were  worshipping  gods  made  with  their 
rude  tools.  Or,  what  must  be  the  joy  of  the  venerable  Dr. 
Paton  as  he  makes  his  tours  in  his  mission  ship  and  sees  thou- 
sands of  inhabitants  from  more  than  twenty  islands  of  the  South 
Pacific,  once  cannibals,  but  now^  clothed  and  in  their  right  mind. 
How  great  indeed,  must  have  been  the  joy  of  Miss  Agnew  in 
her  last  days  to  be  called  the  "Mother  of  a  thousand  daughters  ;" 
for  she  had  taught  during  the  half  century  of  her  splendid  ser- 
vice in  Ceylon  many  hundreds  of  young  women,  most  of  whom 
learned  from  her  to  live  pure  and  noble  lives. 
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But  I  have  already  filled  the  space  assigned  me,  and  have 
only  begun  to  name  the  advantages  of  a  study  of  missionary  biog- 
raphy. Let  me  assure  every  student  in  advance,  that  you  will 
find  it  more  entertaining  than  romance,  more  profitable  than  the 
study  of  any  book,  except  the  Bible  ; — indeed,  what  is  a  mission- 
ary biography  but  the  continuation  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  ? 


THE   STUDENT  VOLUNTEER  MISSIONARY  MOVE- 
MENT IN  FRANCE  AND  SWITZERLAND. 

BY  DANIEL  COUVE  AND  LOUIS  DUPIX  DE  SAINT  ANDRE. 

Some  of  our  French  delegates  were  very  much  interested 
and  touched  by  the  splendid  Liverpool  Conference.  The  British 
students  at  the  last  meeting  and  on  several  other  occasions  prom- 
ised to  help  the  continental  delegates  in  the  propagation  of  the 
Movement  on  the  Continent.  That  is  the  reason  why,  a  few 
weeks  after,  Mr.  Donald  Frazer  came  to  France,  and  visited 
Paris  L'niversity,  and  the  theological  ''Faculte"  at  Montauban. 
He  afterwards  went  to  the  Geneva,  Neuchatel  and  Lausanne 
Universities  to  try  and  see  what  could  be  done. 

Two  French  and  two  Swiss  students  decided  to  form  an  ex- 
ecutive committee.  One  of  them,  Mr.  D.  Couve,  a  theological 
student  from  Montauban,  was  appointed  traveling  secretary,  and 
we  now  submit  an  account  of  his  travels. 

'T  started  for  my  tour  in  France  on  the  first  of  May,  but  the 
difficulties  of  the  work  were  very  great.  In  our  Roman  Catho- 
lic country  the  Protestant  students  are  very  few  in  number  and 
the  Christian  ones  still  less.  I  did  not  see  many  students  in 
Montpelier,  Marseilles  and  Lyons ;  nobody  was  interested,  and 
none  offered  themselves  as  missionaries.  Happily,  in  the  theo- 
logical "Faculte"  of  Montauban,  there  are  three  volunteers, 
who  wish  to  fan  the  fiame  of  missionary  ardour  among  their 
own  fellow  students  and  those  of  other  universities.  We  must 
pray  perseveringly  that  the  flame  may  burn  brightly,  and  spread 
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amongst  the  French  Protestant  students.  In  the  Universities  of 
Geneva  and  Neuchatel,  the  Protestant  students,  who  are  in  the 
majority,  are  more  "fervent  inspirit"  than  in  France,  but  the 
missionary  enterprise  does  not  interest  them  greatly.  The  ground 
must  be  prepared  for  the  missionary  seed  to  be  sown,  and  after- 
wards we  meet  and  pray  to  God  to  give  an  abundant  harvest. 

"Now  I  am  going  to  Lausanne,  and  French  speaking  Pied- 
mont (North  Italy),  and  then  to  the  north  of  France  and  Paris.'* 

If  we  have  few  results,  one  thing  is  certain — that  our  work 
is  not  useless,  but  very  necessary.  Our  young  Frenchmen,  es- 
pecially, do  not  know  much  about  missions.  They  cannot  love 
them,  nor  entertain  the  idea  of  becoming  missionaries  if  we  do 
not  speak  a  great  deal  about  them.  When  God  sees  before  him 
many  young  men  loving  missions  and  consecrated  to  them,  He 
will  call  some  of  them  and  then  we  shall  surely  have  many  vol- 
unteers. We  hope  that  that  moment  wilJ  soon  come,  we  pray 
to  God  for  it,  and  we  want  the  prayers  of  every  one  of  our 
fellow  Christians  throughout  the  world.  You  know  some  of 
our  difficulties,  and  through  knowing  them,  you  may  better 
pray  for  us,  and  we  feel  assured  of  your  prayers. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year,  between  the  15th  and  30th  of 
September,  we  hope  to  have  a  conference  for  the  Christian 
French  speaking  students,  to  be  held  at  Des  Brasses,  par  Sainte 
Croix  in  the  mountains  of  Jura,  Switzerland.  We  hope  also 
to  have  an  English  delegate,  and  every  one  that  comes  will  be 
welcome.  But  you  must  know  that  our  conference  will  be  a 
very  modest  one,  though  we  hope  with  God's  help,  a  good  one. 
This  will  be  a  great  missionary  meeting,  and  we  trust  that  next 
year  the  movement  will  be  real  in  France  and  Switzerland. 
Now  we  have  only  about  thirty  volunteers  ;  for  God's  sake  and 
for  the  love  of  Christ  we  want  more.  May  God  help  us  to 
find  them  I 


"Thou  wast  slain,  and  didst  purchase  unto  God  with  thy 
blood  men  of  every  tribe,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation." 
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A  CALL  TO  PRAYER. 

To  the  yie??ibers  of  the  Student   Volunteer  yiovement  for 
Foreign  MissioJis  scattered  throughout  the   World : 

The  Student  Volunteer  Movement  has  never  approached 
the  Day  of  Prayer  when  the  facts  confronting  it  have  called  so 
imperatively  upon  us  to  unite  in  unceasing  and  importunate 
supplication. 

The  past  year  has  been  characterized  by  wonderful  answers 
to  prayer.  Even  beyond  what  we  could  ask  or  think,  God  has 
proven  Himself  ready  to  give.  The  Liverpool  Conference  was 
a  product  of  prayer.  For  months  preceding,  volunteers  through- 
out the  world  united  in  praying  for  it  daily.  The  Conference 
deeply  moved  the  universities  and  missionary  societies  of  Great 
Britain,  and  planted  volunteer  organizations  on  the  continent  of 
Europe.  God  has  blessed  the  tour  of  Mr.  Mott  beyond  the 
highest  hope  of  any  of  us.  The  Volunteer  movement  has  spread 
to  India  and  Australia.  A  great  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  has 
come  upon  the  colleges  of  South  Africa,  increasing  the  numbers 
and  deepening  the  life  of  the  Volunteer  Movement.  In  America 
the  doublings  of  the  enrollment  in  mission  study  classes,  the  laro^e 
increase  in  the  number  of  volunteers,  the  marked  results  of  Dr. 
Wanless'  work  among  medical  colleges,  the  secretarial  force 
which  has  enabled  the  Movement  to  touch  the  largest  number  of 
institutions  in  its  history, — these  were  direct  answers  to  definite 
petitions.  No  one  whose  eyes  have  been  open  to  see  God's  deal- 
ings during  the  past  year  can  ever  again  doubt  that  prayer  is  a 
real  power. 

And  yet  serious  delay  threatens  the  progress  of  the  evangel- 
ization of  the  world.  Unless  God's  children  give  more  freely 
of  their  substance,  large  numbers  of  volunteers  will  be  kept  at 
home  for  lack  of  support.  Many  of  the  leading  boards  have 
never  been  in  as  great  financial  straits.  Shall  we,  therefore, 
turn  back  discouraged?  We  dare  not.  The  issue  is  too  great; 
our  call  too  clear.   We  need  not.  All  things  whatsoever  we  ask 
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in  prayer,  believing,  we  shall  receive.  Our  confidence  is  in 
God.  There  is  nothing  too  hard  for  Him.  He  may  test  us,  but 
he  will  not  fail  us.  Shall  we  not  turn  again  to  the  call  of  Spur- 
geon  :  ''Oh,  for  some  five  hundred  Elijahs,  each  one  upon  his 
Carmel,  crving  unto  God  I  and  we  should  soon  have  clouds 
bursting  with  showers.  .  .  .  Oh,  for  more  prayer — more 
constant,  incessant  mention  of  the  mission  cause  in  praver  I  and 
then  the  blessing  will  be  sure  to  come  I" 

We,  therefore,  your  Executive  Committe,  set  apart  Sunday, 
October  25,  1S96,  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  Student  Volunteer 
Movement  for  Foreign  Missions  and  for  the  larger  object  for 
which  the  Movement  exists,  viz.,  the  evangelization  of  the  world 
in  this  generation.  In  the  light  of  the  experience  of  previous 
vears,  we  make  the  followinsr  recommendation  concernins^  the 
observance  of  the  dav  : 

1.  That  a  preliminary  prayer  meeting  for  those  most 
deeply  interested  in  missions  be  held  very  early  in  the  day. 

2.  That  later  in  the  day  in  colleges  the  regular  meeting  of 
the  association  be  devoted  to  furthering  the  object  of  this  day. 
In  theological  seminaries,  let  a  special  meeting  he  held  for  the 
same  purpose. 

3.  That  the  Movement  be  presented  in  churches  and  young 
people's  societies  with  special  reference  to  securing  their  in- 
telligent, prayerful  and  practical  cooperation. 

4.  That  a  generous  thank  offering  be  made  for  the  greatly 
enlarged  work  of  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement. 

5.  That  volunteers  be  urged  to  set  apart  special  seasons 
during  the  day  for  secret  prayer — praying  especially  that  volun- 
teers may  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  sent  forth  in 
larger  numbers  into  the  foreign  field. 

J.  R.  MOTT, 

F.  S.  Brockmax, 
J.  R.  Stevenson, 
D.  Florence  Simms, 

Executive  Committee. 
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Motto  for  '96-'97.  "Not  by  Might,  nor  by  Power, 
BUT  BY  MY  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  Who  art 
Thou  O  great  Mountain?" 


Our  motto  for  the  present  year,  given  above,  though  it  ought 
to  be  familiar,  can  never  be  trite  in  the  thought  of  the  earnest 
Christian.  The  volunteer's  difficulties  and  work  in  the  world 
may  loom  up  mountain-high,  but  Zechariah  prescribes  the  sover- 
eign remedy  for  any  discouragement  arising  therefrom.  Realize 
first  the  inadequacy  of  mere  external  forces,  "not  by  might  not  by 
power ;"  then  seize  hold  of  the  secret  of  strength,  "by  my  spirit, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts."  This  done,  one  can  confidently  face 
every  obstructive  Himalaya,  and  the  volunteer  becomes  a  victor. 

Our  leading  contribution  this  month  should  produce  con- 
viction in  the  mind  of  many  who  doubt  the  value  of  a  stuidy  of 
missionary  biography.  District  Secretary  Creegan  of  the  Amer- 
ican Board,  has  not  only  made  missionary  biography  attractive 
through  his  charmingly  written  and  comprehensive  book,  "Great 
Missionaries  of  the  Church,"  but  he  has  in  this  article  given  the 
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reasons  why  a  study  of  such  lives  should  claim  the  time  of  every 
Christian  student.  Volunteers  and  missionary  committee-men 
who  desire  to  enroll  a  large  membership  in  mission  study  classes, 
should  use  this  article  as  a  campaign  document. 

The  Executive  Committee's  Call  to  Prayer,  printed  else- 
where, appeals  to  the  volunteer's  sense  of  duty,  to  his  appreciation 
of  high  privilege  and  to  his  desire  for  service.  In  view  of  its  state- 
ments, how  evident  is  the  duty,  even  if  there  were  no  divine 
word  commanding  it ;  how  inexpressibly  sweet  is  the  privilege 
of  sharing  in  God's  great  and  beneficent  work  of  bringing  the 
world  to  Himself;  and  how  unspeakably  potential  at  this  crisis 
in  missionary  history  may  our  prayers  become  !  Let  this  Day  of 
Prayer  be  prepared  for  as  none  of  its  predecessors  have  been, 
and  remember  God's  word  spoken  through  Malachi,  "Prove  me 
now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there 
shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it." 

Secretary  Couve,  representing  the  Volunteer  Movement  of 
France  and  Switzerland,  tells  us,  on  another  page,  of  the  obsta- 
cles encountered  in  missionary  agitation  among  educated  men  of 
those  republics.  As  the  Liverpool  Convention  of  last  January, 
which  so  moved  continental  students,  owed  much  of  its  power 
to  united  supplication  looking  to  that  end,  why  should  not  Amer- 
ican students  constitute  an  informal  prayer  union,  the  object  of 
which  should  be  the  missionary  quickening  of  their  fellows  in 
Switzerland  and  France  especially,  but  bearing  in  mind  also 
those  in  Holland,  Germany  and  Scandinavia,  where  almost  the 
same  conditions  obtain.  How  many  Bands  will  enter  such  a 
union  ? 


The  Traveling  Secretaries  of  the  Movement  for  the  present 
year  will  be  Mr.  Robert  E.  Lewis,  the  well  known  New  Eng- 
land Intercollegiate  Secretary,  whose  headquarters  have  been 
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in  Boston,  and  Miss  Nellie  J.  Allen,  equally  well  known  as  the 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  Secretary  of  New  York  state.  Associated  with 
our  Movement  will  be  our  former  secretary,  Mr.  Henry  W. 
Luce,  who,  in  connection  with  the  Inter-seminary  Missionary 
Alliance,  gives  his  time  to  advocating  missionary  interests  in  the 
theological  institutions  of  the  country.  It  is  hoped  that  one  or 
two  others^  may  also  assist  during  the  year  in  this  important 
work  of  missionary  extension.  While  we  can  but  praise  God 
for  raising  up  persons  of  such  wide  and  fruitful  experience,  all 
friends  of  the  Movement  should  be  earnest  in  their  prayers  that 
there  may  be  no  reliance  placed  on  previous  records,  but  rather 
upon  the  triune  God,  who  alone  can  enable  these  workers  to  ac- 
complish their  most  difficult,  delicate  and  important  task. 


The  important  study  of  God's  work  in  the  world  has,  in 
most  colleges,  come  to  the  front,  thus  gaining  a  place  beside  its 
sister  study,  that  of  God's  Word.  Much,  however,  remains  to 
be  done  in  the  line  of  establishing  mission  study  classes,  and  we 
earnestly  hope  that  the  efforts  of  last  year  will  be  redoubled  now 
as  fall  plans  are  being  laid.  If  you  have  not  seen  the  detailed 
circular  of  the  Educational  Department,  send  for  it  to  the  Chi- 
cago office.  Meanwhile  read  pages  15-20  of  the  present  issue; 
this  w^ill  give  you  an  idea  of  the  work  of  the  month. 


PREPARING  FOR  A  SECRETARY'S  VISIT. 

BY  ARTHUR  B.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 

Preparation  for  the  visit  of  the  Traveling  Secretary  is  the 
cultivation  of  the  ground  and  the  seed-sowing  before  the  harvest. 
If  this  is  inadequately  done  or  not  done  at  all,  the  ground  is  left 
hard  and  dry,  and  much  seed  falls  by  the  wayside  where  it  is 
quickly  lost.  If  it  is  done  well,  the  good,  open  ground  is  in 
condition  to  bring  forth  fruit.  We  cannot  expect  to  leave  all 
the  work  for  the  Secretary  to  do,  and  have  God  answer  our 
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prayers  for  abundant  blessing.  For  a  wise  preparation  several 
things  are  needed. 

1.  Prayer.  The  foundation  of  all  preparation  ought  to  be 
laid  in  definite,  earnest,  importunate  prayer.  It  pays  to  give 
time  to  this.  Have  a  special  season  set  apart  for  daily  private 
prayer.  Carry  all  plans  and  questions  to  God  and  specially 
remember  by  name  those  who  are  considering  service  in  foreign 
fields.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  well  to  keep  a  list  of  the  names 
of  all  such  persons.  Much  prayer  means  everything.  Do  not 
think  for  a  moment  of  entering  on  the  work  of  preparation  for 
the  Secretary's  coming,  without  devoting  much  time  to  special 
requests  for  definite  blessing  on  the  w^ork. 

2.  Personal  Talks.  It  is  not  so  hard  a  thing  as  many  sup- 
pose to  talk  with  a  Christian  man  about  foreign  missions  as  a 
life  work.  Very  seldom  it  is  that  one  will  be  found  who  is  not 
willing,  or  even  glad,  to  talk  on  this  subject.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
say  who  shall  go  and  who  shall  not ;  we  have  only  to  lay  before 
a  man  as  simply  and  as  clearly  as  possible  the  actual  facts,  and 
get  him  to  face  fairly  and  squarely  the  question  of  what  God's 
plan  for  his  own  life-work  is.  Talk  quietly  and  earnestly  with 
your  man,  and  above  all,  be  definite.  Get  him  to  promise  to 
read,  to  think  and  to  pray. 

If  one  is  willing  to  read,  to  do  conclusive  thinking,  and  to 
take  the  matter  to  God  in  prayer,  earnestly  and  sincerely  asking 
for  light,  God  will  show  him  what  His  will  is.  Remember  in 
talking  with  men  that  it  is  not  so  much  numbers  that  we  want 
as  it  is  men  called  of  God  ;  that  it  is  not  how  much  ground  is 
covered,  but  how  well  it  is  covered,  which  will  count  in  the 
end.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  make  the  fence  high,  for  we  do  not 
want  men  who  are  going  to  turn  back  when  the  real  test  comes. 

3.  Literature.  One  cannot  decide  so  momentous  a  question 
as  that  of  a  life-work,  without  knowledge.  Good  books  from 
which  to  gain  such  knowledge  are,  "The  Crisis  of  Missions," 
"  New  Programme  of  Missions,"  "  In  the  Far  East,"  "A  Re- 
trospect" and  lives  of  men  like  Paton,  Livingstone  and  Judson. 
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A  well  stocked  Fact  Record  Book,  diplomatically  handled,  has 
been  known  more  than  once  to  have  been  used  of  God.  For 
those  thinking  of  studying  medicine,  "Medical  Missions,"  by 
Lowe,  and  "Murdered  Millions"  are  good.  After  sufficient 
reading  has  been  done  and  just  before  the  Secretary's  visit,  "The 
Supreme  Decision,"  Volunteer  Series  Number  lo,  can  be  well 
used.  As  a  rule  do  not  give  books  which  you  have  not  yourself 
read.  Very  often  if  passages  are  marked,  they  produce  strong 
impressions.  This  planting  of  good  missionary  literature  is  one 
of  the  most  important  steps  in  the  cultivation  of  the  field,  and 
should  not  be  neglected.  See  that  there  is  full  provision  made 
to  have  the  right  books  and  leaflets  on  hand,  and  follow  each 
one  with  earnest  prayer. 

4.  Appoiiitme7its.  Make  appointments  with  men  for  half- 
hour  talks  with  the  Secretary  when  he  comes.  Very  often, 
from  his  wider  experience,  he  can  help  men  out  of  difficulties 
when  we  cannot.  Do  not,  however,  make  such  appointments 
with  any  unless  they  need  it. 

This  is  all  in  the  way  of  preparation.  The  most  critical  time 
is  after  the  Secretary  leaves.  Then  it  is  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  relaxation  in  prayer,  no  feeling  that  the  work  is  over,  or  that 
the  responsibility  is  lifted.  Every  man  who  has  faced  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  urged  to  follow  it  to  the  finish ;  for  whichever 
way  God  leads  him  to  decide,  there  will  always  be  great  bless- 
ing in  having  faced  it  and  in  having  learned  God's  will  in  the 
matter.    Neglect  at  this  time  may  cost  dearly. 


THE    MONTHLY    MISSIONARY  MEETING. 


OBSTACLES   OPPOSING   CHRISTIANITY   IN  CHINA. 

The  interest  evoked  by  Li  Hung  Chang's  visit,  the  facts 
that  China  contains  a  greater  population  and  a  larger  number  of 
missionaries  than  any  other  land  and  the  intrinsic  importance  of 
China  as  a  mission  field,  should  enlist  the  interest  and  prayers  of 
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Christian  students.  The  order  given  below  is  approximately 
that  of  the  strength  of  the  three  greatest  obstacles  encountered 
by  Chinese  missionaries.  Every  library  will  supply  sufficient 
information  for  speakers,  as  encyclopaedias  and  general  works 
such  as  Williams'  "Middle  Kingdom,"  will  suffice,  if  special 
aids  like  the  reports  of  the  Missionary  Conferences  held  at 
Shanghai  in  1877  and  1890  and  the  works  of  Xevius,  Martin, 
Douglas,  Holcomb,  Moule,  Du  Bose  and  others  are  not  to  be  had. 

1.  The  three  great  religions  of  China  are  perhaps  the  least 
of  these  three  great  obstacles,  so  far  as  the  masses  are  concerned. 
Let  the  speaker  occupy  about  eight  minutes  in  presenting  the 
salient  and  differentiating  points  of  Taoism,  Buddhism'  and 
Confucianism. 

2.  Fe?ig  Shui  diXiA  kindred  superstitions  should  be  treated 
from  the  standpoint  of  their  effect  on  the  life  as  a  system  of 
bondage,  fear  and  loss,  rather  than  as  describing  to  the  audience 
a  mass  of  very  curious  and  amusing  customs.  In  ten  minutes 
facts  which  must  move  an  audience  can  be  given. 

3.  Ancestral  worship  is  without  doubt  the  Gibraltar  of 
China.  If  at  all  possible,  secure  for  this  meeting  the  two 
Shanghai  Conference  reports,  though  Henry,  Moule  and  others 
suggest  effective  methods  of  treatment  and  give  enough  illustra- 
tive material.  Do  not  fail  to  make  vivid  this  system  which  not 
only  in  China  but  in  other  nations,  as  India,  stands  as  the 
greatest  enemy  of  Christianity.  These  three  topics  should  be  so 
presented  that  earnest  prayer  and  a  life-long  interest  will  resut 
from  the  meeting. 


BY  THE  EDUCATIONAL  SECRETARY. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

The  topic  to  be  studied  during  the  first  term  of  this  year  is 
Missionary  Biography.    Yet  it  is  evident  that  in  the  eight  les- 
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sons  allotted  to  this  Course,  so  wide  a  field  can  only  be  touched 
upon.  A  text -book  has  accordingly  been  prepared  in  which  the 
lives  and  work  of  four  men  are  discussed. 

2.  The  object  had  in  view  in  selecting  these  missionaries  is 
fourfold :  ( i )  to  interest  students  in  strong  men  who  have  left 
their  mark  on  the  nations;  (2)  to  introduce  them  to  four  differ- 
ent lands  and  civilizations  where  successful  missionary  work  is 
being  done;  (3)  to  exhibit  through  living  examples  four  differ- 
ent lines  of  missionary  effort ;  and  (4)  to  cultivate  through  a 
study  of  these  representative  lives,  a  taste  for  further  reading  in 
this  inspiring  field. 

3.  As  to  method  it  is  expected  that  the  text-book,  "Knights 
of  the  Labarum"  will  be  in  the  possession  of  each  mem- 
ber of  the  class.  Its  slight  cost  (25  cents  in  paper  and  40  cents 
in  cloth,  including  postage),  and  its  value  as  a  part  of  one's 
missionary  library,  should  commend  it  to  every  student.  In  no 
■other  way  will  it  be  possible  to  derive  so  much  benefit  from  the 
studies.  The  chapter  for  each  lesson  averages  about  fourteen 
pages  and  can  readily  be  mastered.  The  list  of  readings  follow- 
ing each  chapter,  refer  the  student  to  the  best  literature  on  the 
topics  discussed,  and  should  be  drawn  upon  for  valuable  side- 
light material.  Should  any  desire  to  make  an  exhaustive  study 
of  these  lives,  these  readings  will  prove  useful,  and  as  only 
twenty-two  studies  are  provided  in  the  three  courses  of  the  year, 
there  is  ample  provision  for  such  enlargement. 

4.  To  avoid  future  complications,  as  well  as  to  advance  sys- 
tematically, study  classes  are  strongly  urged  to  take  up  the 
courses  as  they  are  published  in  The  Volunteer,  as  this  order 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Volunteer  Movement's  officers  after 
a  full  consideration  of  student  needs.  By  taking  each  course 
of  the  Cycle,  the  student  will  have  covered,  at  its  conclusion, 
all  important  missionary  topics.  Should  some  very  special  rea- 
son prevent  the  study  of  this  Course,  it  is  suggested  that  the 
leader  correspond  with  the  Educational  Secretary  on  the  subject. 

5.  Four  suggestions  as  to  the  class  are  offered,  (i).  Let  the 
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Band  or  Missionary  Committee  having  the  matter  in  charge 
select  as  a  leader  for  the  etttire  course  of  eight  lessons  some 
one  who  is  apt  to  teach  and  who  is  especially  interested  in  the 
subject.  (2)  Let  each  member  of  the  class  conscientiously  pre- 
pare the  lesson  and  be  present  at  every  meeting.  (3)  Isolated 
volunteers,  or  others  who  for  any  reason  cannot  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  the  class,  can  profitably  pursue  the  studies  by  themselves 
and  should  do  so.  (4)  The  Educational  Secretary  will  aid 
leaders  and  isolated  students  who  will  comply  with  the  simple 
conditions  which  can  be  learned  by  wTiting  to  him  at  the  office 
of  the  Movement.  So  far  as  possible,  he  will  also  answer  other 
questions  that  might  be  appropriately  addressed  to  the  Educa- 
tional Department. 

Study  I.    Judson's  Life  from  1788  to  18 16. 

Required  readittg:  "Knights  of  the  Labarum,"  ch.  i.  Additional 
readings:  "Encvclopaedia  of  Missions,"  articles  Adoniram  and  Ann. 
Hasseltine  Judson  and  Burma;  Johnston's  "Life  of  Adoniram  Jud- 
son,"  ,pp.  5-25;  Edward  Judson's  "Notable  Baptists:  Adoniram  Jud- 
son," pp,  9-66 ;  also  his  "  Adoniram  Judson,"  pp.  i-ioi  ;  Pierson's  "New 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  pp,  105-110;  Piper  and  Maccracken's  "Lives  of  the 
Leaders  of  Our  Church  Universal,"  Vol.  III.  pp.  837-842 ;  Pitman's 
"Heroines  of  the  Mission  Field,"  pp.  278-293;  "Vanguard  of  the  Chris- 
tian Army,"  pp.  77-89;  Walsh's  "Modern  Heroes  of  the  Mission  Field,'" 
pp.  63-75;  Yonge's  "Pioneers  and  Founders,"  pp.  1 17-128. 

1.    Judson's  early  Environment. 

I.  Birthplace.  2.  Influence  of  parents.  3.  Boyhood. 
II.    Preparatory  and  collegiate  education. 

I.    Grammar  school.    2.  Illness.  3.  Brown  University. 

III.  Judson  as  teacher  and  author. 

IV.  Steps  in  his  conversion  from  Deism. 
V.    Andover  Seminary  Life. 

I.    Ruling  principles.  2.   His  preaching.  3.  Interest  in 
Missions. 

VI.    Relation  to  American  missionary  movements. 

I.    First  volunteer  movement.  2.  To  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 
3.  To  the  L.  M.  S. 
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VII.    Obstacles  encountered  by  Judson. 

I.  Park  Street  Church.  2.   Brown  Instructorship.  3. 
Health. 

VIII.    Sailing  and  arrival  in  India. 

I.    Marriage.    2.  Becomes  a  Baptist.    3.  Trials. 
IX.    Arrival  at  Rangoon.  Previous  work  there. 
X.    The  Burman  field. 

I.    Extent.    2.  Physical  and  social  conditions.   3.  Re- 
ligion.   4.    Character  of  the  common  people. 
XI.    Plan  of  campaign. 

I.    Language  study.  2.    Fundamental  convictions.  3. 
Christian  literature.  4.  Work  mainly  for  adults.  5. 
Power  of  Christian  example. 
XII.    Burman  situation  in  18 16. 

Study  II.  The  Judsons'  Burman  Labors. 

Required  reading:  "Knights  of  the  Labarum,"  ch.  ii.  Additional  read- 
ings: Conant's  "The  Earnest  Man,"  chs.  xiv.-xxvi. ;  Johnston's  "Life  of 
Adoniram  Judson,"  chs.  viii.-xx. ;  Judson's  "The  Life  of  Adoniram  Jud- 
son," chs.  vi.-xiii. ;  Mrs.  Judson's  "Sarah  B.  Judson  ;"  Kendrick's  "Emily 
Chubbuck  Judson,"  especially  chs.  xiv.-xxvi.;  Knowles'  "Ann  Hasseltine 
Judson,"  chs. viii.-xviii. ;  Pitman's  "Heroines  of  the  Mission  Field,"  pp. 
96-122;  "Vanguard  of  the  Christian  Army,"  pp.  87-132;  Wayland's  "Me- 
moir of  Rev.  Dr.  Judson,"  especially  Vol.  I.,  chs.  x.,  xiii.  and  Vol.  II., 
chs.  ii.,  iii.,  vi.-x. ;  Yonge's  "Pioneers  and  Founders,"  pp.  129-171. 

I.    The  six  periods  of  their  Burman  life. 

I.  At  Rangoon,  1813-1823.  Preparations  and  begin- 
nings. 2.  Suffering  for  Christ  and  the  Church,  1824- 
1826.  3.  At  Amherst,  1826,  1827.  Thwarted  labors. 
4.  Maulmain,  1827- 1845.  Activities  rewarded.  5. 
The  veteran  in  America,  1845,  1846.  6.  Bearing  fruit 
in  old  age,  1846- 1850. 
II.    The  three  Mrs.  Judsons. 

1.   The  heroine,  Ann  Hasseltine,  181 2-1826.  2.  The  mis- 
sionary, Sarah  Hall,  1834- 1845.    The  savante,  Emily 
Chubbuck,  1846- 1850. 
III.    Character  and  private  life. 
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I.    Personal  characteristics.  2.  Home  life.  3.  Asceticism. 
IV.     Judson  in  the  work. 

I.  Relation  to  fellow  missionaries.  2.  To  the  Board.  3. 
Attitude  toward  Europeans.  4.  Relation  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 5.  Translator  and  author.  6.  Itinerating.  7. 
Preaching.     8.  The  pastor.  9.   Relation  to  assistants. 

V.  Summary  of  his  life. 

Study  III.    Duff's  Early  Life  and  Educational  Work. 

Required  reading:  "Knights  of  the  Labarqm,"  ch  iii.  Additional 
readings:  "Catholic  Presbyterian,"  Vol.  III.,  pp.  215  ff . ;  Duff's  "India 
and  Indian  Missions,"  chs  iv.,  vi.  :  W.  P.  Duff's  "Memorials  of  Alexander 
Duff,  D.  D. "Encjclopsedia  of  Missions,"  article  Alexander  Duff, 
*'Free  Church  Record,"  April,  1878,  pp.95,  96;  "Good  Words,"  Vol. XIX., 
pp.  307  ff . :  Lai  Behari  Day's  "Recollections  of  Alexander  Duff,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.,"  chs.  i.-iv.;  Pierson's  "New  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  pp.  128-132 
G.  Smith's  "The  Life  of  Alexander  Duff,"  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Vol.  L,  chs. 
i.-ix.;  T.  Smith's  "Alexander  Duff,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,"  chs.  i.-iii. ;  Ver- 
milye's  "The  Life  of  Alexander  Duff,"  chs.  i.-iv. 
I.  Early  years  and  parental  influences. 
II.    His  Education. 

I.    Preparatory.   2.   At  St.  Andrews.  3.   Other  factors. 

III.  Elements  entering  into  his  missionary  call. 

I.  Visions  of  Childhood.  2.  Influences  at  St.  Andrews.  3. 
Call  of  his  Church.  4.  Alone  with  God.  5.  Objections. 

IV.  Preparations  for  departure. 

V.    The  perilous  voyage  and  its  lessons. 

VI.  The  situation  confronting  him  at  Calcutta. 

I.    Investigating  the  problem.  2.  The  progress  of  Eng- 
lish.   3.  Need  of  a  new  departure. 
VII.    His  educational  scheme.  General  statement. 

I.   Objects  in  view.   2.    Kind  of  institution  demanded. 
3.    Strategic  location.   4.  Kind  of  pupils  desired.  5. 
Languages  used.  6.  Studies.    7.  Methods  of  teaching. 
8.  Launching  the  scheme.    9.  Some  general  results. 
Study  IV.  Duff  as  a  Promoter  of  Missions. 

Required  Reading:  "Knights  of  the  Labarum,"  ch.  iv.  Additional 
Readings:  Duff's  "Indian  Rebellion;  Its  Causes  and  Results,"  "Mis- 
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sionary  Addresses,"  I.,  II.,  III.,  "Missions,  the  Chief  end  of  the  Christian 
Church,"  and  "New  Era  of  the  English  Language  and  English  Literature 
in  India;"  W.  P.  Duff's  "Memorials  of  Alexander  Duff,  D.  D.,"  especially 
pp.  32-70;  Lai  Behari  Days,  "Recollections  of  Alexander  Duff,  D.D., 
LL.  D.,"  chs.  v.,  ix.,  x.,  xvi. ;  "London  Quarterly,"  Vol.  LIV.,  pp.  93 
ff.  ;G.  Smith's  "The  Life  of  Alexander  Duff,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,"  Vol  I., 
ch.  X.  to  end  of  Nol.  II.;  T.  Smith's  "Alexander  Duff,  D,D.,  LL.  D., 
chs.  iv.-x;  Vermilye's  "The  Life  of  Alexander  Duff,"  chs.  vi.-xvi. 

I.    Indian  activities,  1830- 1834. 

I.  Religious  lectures.     2.    First  Modern  Indian  Medi- 
cal school.    3.  "The   Christian   Observer."    4.  Tre- 
velyanism.    5.  Relation  to  Orientalism.  6.   Pastor  of 
St.  Andrew's.    7.   His  Arts  College. 
II.    Five  years  in  Britain,  1834- 1839. 

I.    Duff's  oratory  and  its  results.   2.    The  missionary 
organizer.   3.  The  recruiting  officer. 

III.  Return  to  Calcutta,  1839,  1840. 

I.   Egypt  and  Sinai.    2.  Visits  along  the  Indian  coast. 

IV.  Second  Indian  campaign,  1840- 1850. 

I.  Signs  of  progress.  2.  Duff's  attack  on  the  Governor- 
General.  3.  Reorganization  of  college  and  teaching 
methods.  4.  Work  for  men  in  Calcutta.  5.  The  dis- 
ruption and  Duff.  6.  Other  efforts.  7.  His  life  threat- 
ened. 8.  Death  of  Chalmers  and  its  relation  to  him. 
V.    Second  furlough,  1850- 1855. 

I.  Duff's  missionary  scheme  and  the  Assembly.   2.  The 
Educational  Despatch  of  1854.    3.  In  America. 
VI.    In  India  once  more,  1856- 1863. 

I.    The  Sepoy  mutiny.   2.   Caste  Girls' School.  3.  Cal- 
cutta University.    4.    Decision  to  return  home. 
VII.    The  missionary  agitator  and  secretary,  1864- 1878. 

I.    The  missionary  professorship.  2.   Other  projects.  3. 
Death  and  funeral. 


Christ  says  to  every  lost  sinner,  "Come  ;"  to  every  redeemed 
sinner,  "Go."— H^.  6^.  Apsley,  D.  D. 
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